42                               LECTUEE I.

Surely the highest scientific minds are not ever the
most irreverent, neither does the knowledge of the
celestial mechanism eclipse the notion of an infinite
Designer!    The same is  true with regard to the
metaphysical element.    Never was there a period
ID which man's faith in real powers and unseen
agencies  was  stronger than at this moment; so
much so, indeed, that the whole tendency even of
inductive science itself, to say nothing of the higher
branches of philosophy, appears to be bearing us fast
onward to the demonstration of a dynamical theory
of the whole universe.    The truth is, that in the
earlier ages of the world, when knowledge was in
its infancy, and physical science  had  made  but
little progress, the different elements of man's uni-
versal belief were mingled together in utter confu-
sion.     The  physical,  the metaphysical,  and the
divine, were all recognised, but their limits by no
means clearly defined; while just in proportion to
the  real  advancement  of our  knowledge,   their
proper provinces have been marked out, and we
have learned to assign the right cause   to all the
different phenomena around and within iis.    Posi-
tivists, in attempting to describe the law of human
development, have, in fact, simply described the pro-
cess of their ownmental degeneracy.   Absorbedinthe
pursuit of mere phenomena, with their minds mersed
in  matter, they have gradually  torn  themselves
away from a belief in the infinite and the divine;
they have shut out of existence the whole world
of realities lying beneath the fleeting appearances